Breathe in experience, breathe out poetry.
Muriel Ruykeyser
Poetry is the journal of the sea animal living on land, wanting to fly in the air.

Carl Sandburg

Poetry is when an emotion has found its thought and the thought has found words.
Robert Frost

A poet's work is to name the unnamable, to point at frauds, to take sides,

start arguments, shape the world, and stop it going to sleep.
Salman Rushdie

Poetry is just the evidence of life. If your life is burning well, poetry is just the ash.

Leonard Cohen

Poetry is thoughts that breathe, and words that burn.

Thomas Gray

Poetry is ordinary language raised to the Nth power. Poetry is boned with ideas, nerved and blooded with emotions, all held together by the delicate, tough skin of words

Paul Engle

Poets are all who love, who feel great truths, and tell them: and the truth of truths is love

Philip James Bailey
Poetry is the music of the soul, and, above all, of great and feeling souls.
 Voltaire (1694-1778)

Poetry is an echo, asking a shadow to dance

Carl Sandburg

A poem is no place for an idea.

    Edgar Watson Howe 

A poem is never finished, only abandoned.

 Paul Valery 

One demands two things of a poem. Firstly, it must be a well-made verbal object that does honor to the language in whichit is written. Secondly, it must say something significant about a reality common to us all, but perceived from a unique perspective. What the poet says has never been said before, but, once he has said it, his readers recognize its validity for themselves

W. H. Auden Quote 
Writing a poem is discovering.
 Robert Frost (1874-1963)

Painting is poetry that is seen rather than felt, and poetry is painting that is felt rather than seen.
 Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519)

A poet is, before anything else, a person who is passionately in love with language.

W. H. Auden

The poet doesn't invent. He listens.

Jean Cocteau

It can’t be any new note. When you look at the keyboard, all the notes are there already. But if you mean a note enough, it will sound different. You got to pick the notes you really mean!
Thelonious Monk

Just get it down on paper, and then we'll see what to do about it.

Maxwell Perkins

We all have poetry inside of us.

Georgia Heard

